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the publication shall be given to the 
Office of General Counsel. A copy of 
the article will accompany the notifi-
cation. 

(b) The inventor’s immediate supe-
rior shall promptly review the state-
ment of the employee inventor for 
completeness and accuracy, and shall 
certify that the employee’s statement 
of circumstances attending the inven-
tion is or is not correct, giving reasons 
if pertinent. The file should then be 
submitted through the facility head (or 
administration heads or top staff offi-
cials in the case of Central Office em-
ployees) to the General Counsel to-
gether with any comments or rec-
ommendations. 

[61 FR 29658, June 12, 1996] 

§ 1.657 Determination of rights. 
The General Counsel, Deputy General 

Counsel or Assistant General Counsel 
for Professional Staff Group IV will 
make a determination of rights subject 
to review where required by the Sec-
retary of Commerce. The determina-
tion will be in accordance with 37 CFR 
501.7. 

[61 FR 29658, June 12, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 14822, Mar. 28, 1997] 

§ 1.658 Right of appeal. 
In accordance with 37 CFR 501.8, the 

employee has a right of appeal to the 
Secretary of Commerce within 30 days 
of receipt of the Department’s deter-
mination of ownership rights. The deci-
sion reached by the Secretary of Com-
merce will be communicated to the em-
ployee. 

[61 FR 29658, June 12, 1996] 

§ 1.659 Relationship to incentive 
awards program. 

Procedures set out in the regulations 
concerning inventions by employees of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs are 
not affected by the submission or pro-
posed submission of an employee sug-
gestion or idea on an item which may 
be patentable. Consideration of an item 
for a determination of ownership rights 
and also for an incentive award will 
proceed simultaneously, usually on 
separate correspondence. An employee 
suggestion or copies and extracts of the 
file may be forwarded to the General 

Counsel by the reviewing or awarding 
authority, or by the facility head, for 
an ownership determination where the 
employee idea or suggestion involves 
an invention. The employee shall be di-
rected to submit a disclosure of inven-
tion in accordance with these regula-
tions if such has not been previously 
submitted. 

[31 FR 5291, Apr. 2, 1966, as amended at 61 FR 
29659, June 12, 1996] 

§ 1.660 Expeditious handling. 

No patent may be granted where the 
invention has been in public use or 
publicly disclosed for more than one 
year before filing of a patent applica-
tion. Hence, submissions involving in-
ventions should be made as promptly 
as possible in order to avoid delay 
which might jeopardize title to the in-
vention or impair the rights of the in-
ventor or the Government. 

[61 FR 29659, June 12, 1996] 

§ 1.661 Information to be kept con-
fidential. 

All information pertaining to inven-
tions and pending patent applications 
is confidential, and employees having 
access to such information are forbid-
den to disclose or reveal the same ex-
cept as required in the performance of 
their official duties. 

[21 FR 10378, Dec. 28, 1956. Redesignated at 61 
FR 29659, June 12, 1996] 

§ 1.662 Provisions of regulations made 
a condition of employment. 

The provisions of the regulations 
concerning inventions by employees of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
shall be a condition of employment of 
all employees. 

[21 FR 10378, Dec. 28, 1956. Redesignated at 61 
FR 29659, June 12, 1996] 

§ 1.663 Licensing of Government- 
owned inventions. 

(a) The licensing of Government- 
owned inventions under VA control and 
custody will be conducted pursuant to 
the regulations on the licensing of Gov-
ernment-owned inventions contained in 
37 CFR part 404, and 15 U.S.C. 3710a, as 
appropriate. 
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